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Executive Summary 

275 Athletes, Coaches and Officials from India participated at the 14th Special Olympics 

World Summer Games held at Los Angeles, USA from 25 July-2 August 2015. 
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With 6500 athletes and 3,000 coaches representing 177 countries, along with 30,000 

volunteers and an approximately 500,000 spectators, the 2015 Special Olympics World 

Games was the largest sports and humanitarian event anywhere in the world in 2015, and the 

single biggest event in Los Angeles since the 1984 Olympic Games. It featured 25 Olympic-

style sports in venues throughout the Los Angeles region.  

 

Selection Process 

The selection process was conducted strictly as per the ñSports Authority of India Guidelines 

for Federationò by a Selection Committee headed by Air Marshal Malik and assisted by the 

National Coach and a team of Specialists. 

Details of Participants 

S. NO SPORT No of 

Participant 

No of 

Coaches 

HODôs/Asst. 

HODôs 

Totals 

1 Aquatics 7 2 1 10 

2 Athletics 40 8 2 50 

3 Badminton 4 1  5 

4 Basketball 20 5   25 

5 Cycling 16 4 1 21 

6 Football(11 a side) 26 7  33 

7 Golf 2 1 1 4 

8 Handball 24 5  29 

9 Softball 15 4  19 

10 Powerlifting 15 4  19 

11 Roller-skating 19 5  24 

12 Table tennis 2 1  3 

13 Volleyball 24 6  30 

 TOTAL 214 53 5 272 

 Psychologists    3 

 GRAND TOTAL  214 53 5 275 
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In almost 24 hours, 6500 athletes from 165 countries came down this red carpet during the 

Opening Ceremony of the Special Olympics World Games. Watch live on ESPN starting at 

7:30 pm ET with a 30 for 30 about Eunice Kennedy Shriver, followed by a countdown 

special by Robin Roberts and then the Opening Ceremony. It has been remarkable 

working with the ESPN team to make this happen. 

 

 
 

The Opening Ceremony was held in the historic Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, site of the 

1932 and 1984 Olympic Games, attracting nearly 80,000 spectators. On April 30, 2014, 

LA2015 and ESPN announced a global programming deal that saw ESPN take the World 

Games to millions of fans around the world. Honorary Chairs of the Games are President 

Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama, with Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti and 

California Governor Jerry Brown serving as Honorary Hosts 
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Having practiced through four Camps held exclusively for stepping up preparations for the 

World Games, Special Athletes from India braced themselves to face the world in complete 

action. Sport competitions started on 26 July 2015 with India participating in 13 out of 25 

sports featuring the Games, namely, Aquatics, Athletics, Badminton, Basketball, Cycling, 

Football, Power lifting, Roller skating, Golf, Table Tennis, Softball, Volleyball, Handball. 

After 9 days of tireless confrontations with competing Athletes and teams, the Athletes 

returned with a rich haul of 173 Medals including 47 Gold, 54 Silver and 72 Bronze 

  
Medal Tally 

Sport Gold Silver Bronze Total 

Aquatics 2 2 3 7 

Athletics 17 14 16 47 

Badminton 5 4 3 12 

Cycling 6 9 8 23 

Golf 2     2 

Power lifting  2 6 24 32 

Roller-skating 10 17 12 39 

Table Tennis 2 1 1 4 

 46 53 67 166 

Team Events 

Basketball (M&F)      20 20 

Football (Unified 7 

a side) 

    10 10 

Softball 15     15 

Volleyball     24 24 

Handball   12   12 

Total 15 12 54 81 

Grand Total 

Sport Gold Silver Bronze Total 

Individual 

+Team 

61 65 121 247 
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The Flame of Hope ignited in Athens 

On Thursday, 14May the Special Olympics Flame of Hope for the Special Olympics World Games 

Los Angeles 2015 (LA2015) was lit during a formal torch lighting ceremony. The torch was lit by the 

sunôs rays at the Sacred Site of Pnyx, opposite the Acropolis in Athens, Greece.  Present at the 

ceremony were H.E. President of the Hellenic Republic Prokopios Pavlopoulos, Special Olympics 

CEO Janet Froetscher, Special Olympics World Games Los Angeles 2015 (LA2015)President and 

CEO Patrick McClenahan, Special Olympics Hellas President Joanna Despotopoulou,Law 

Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics Final Leg Team members, Team Special Olympics 

Hellas and hundreds more dignitaries and guests. In 73 days it completed its historic journey igniting 

the cauldron in the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum  

   

  

As the Flame of Hope arrived in Washington, D.C., members of law 

enforcement continued their role as the Guardians of the Flame and lit three 

torches which were taken across the United States in three simultaneous routes in 

Augusta, Maine; Miami, Florida; and Washington. D.C.  A Unified Relay across 

America invited people to run, walk and bike with the Flame of Hope in a hand-

to-hand exchange relay. Along each route, welcoming ceremonies and 

community celebrations took place nightly with musical performances, celebrity 
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guests and Unified Sports Experiences. The Flame Of Hope was delivered to Chairman Tim 

Shriver at the headquarters 

The relay culminated at the Opening Ceremony of the 2015 Special Olympics World Games in Los 

Angeles on 25 July. 

Preparation for the World Games 

As the torch traversed the length and breadth of USA, its flame ignited hope and determination in the 

hearts of the Athletes and Coaches all over the world. India conducted four preparatory Camps to 

conduct Skill Training, Develop Team Spirit and build up the confidence of the Athletes and Coaches. 

The Camps were conducted under the direct supervision of the National Sports Director / National 

Coach. 

 

Program Date Location Athletes(approx) 

Preparatory 

Camp-1 

4-9 Sept 2014 Hyderabad, Andhra 

Pradesh 

513 

Preparatory 

Camp-2 

27 Oct-1 Nov 2014 Bareilly, UP 397 

Preparatory 

Camp-3 

8-13 March 2015 Rohtak, Haryana 351 

Preparatory 

Camp-4 

20-29 May 2015 Chennai, Tamil Nadu 296 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/flameofhope
https://www.facebook.com/TimothyPShriver
https://www.facebook.com/TimothyPShriver
https://www.facebook.com/TimothyPShriver
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